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About  
the Hub
The North Yorkshire Music Hub was 
set up in early 2012 and works in 
partnership with local and national 
arts programmes and organisations. 

It’s objective is to deliver the 
government’s commitment to 
improving the quality of local music 
services and our performance is 
monitored by Arts Council England.

There are great opportunities to 
be part of the Hub and this edition 
contains information about how 
and when you can get involved in 
music making across the county.
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Innovation Award nomination 
for the Music Service

The Music Service has been nominated for 
the People’s Choice Award by NYCC as part 
of  the annual Innovation Awards. We have been 
recognised for the service we provided to pupils 
during lock down, which began in March.

The service quickly switched to online tuition, which 
sounds easy but in fact posed considerable issues. 
How do you tune a small child’s instrument without 
being in the room? How do you improve tone 
when you are listening through small speakers? 
How do you accompany exam pieces on a piano 
if there is a second delay in picture and sound?

The Music Service teaching team had to overcome 
all of these issues and testament to their skill 
came from the dozens of emails I received from 
parents. However perhaps just as important 
was the calming affect lessons had on pupils, 
providing them with a sense of normality.

“I have been so pleased and 
impressed with online music 
lessons. My son plays the fiddle 
and we greatly appreciated 
that (his teacher) has taken him 
through the grade 5 Scottish 
conservatoire programme and 
he achieved his exam on line 
during lockdown. Maintaining 
creativity in young people during 
this time in their education 
and the adaptations that let 
them know you can do things 
differently and well, are valuable 
lessons. I love also that in 
time of isolation you can be 
connected to the familiar and 
the new on line.” 

However, the Music Service didn’t just stop at 
providing tuition. We also put together a number 
of ensemble videos for our players. These included 
a County Youth Symphony Orchestra live stream 
with NYMAZ, County Youth Choir, County Youth Big 
Band and two songs from primary schools that we 
were going to perform in our big VE Day celebration. 
Unfortunately, the concert had to be cancelled but 
over 50,000 people viewed these videos online.

The Music Service also offered free tuition to all those 
schools remaining open for key worker children. 
This included online, whole class lessons and the 
provision of resources for school based staff.

I am very proud of the work we did over lock down 
and all of the hard work that went in to making 
it happen.  I have thanked the staff many times 
but this nomination is a great way to shine a light 
on the service and its continued success.
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County Ensembles video success
Following the disappointment of cancelled 
residential courses and foreign tours the North 
Yorkshire County Ensembles took to the internet!

The County Youth Orchestra was involved in a 
project called “Guide to the Symphony Orchestra” 
which we worked on with NYMAZ and Ucan Play.

This is a Primary School Guide to introduce 
children to the symphony orchestra, learn 
about the different instruments and then 
hear the orchestra play together.

Introduced by their conductor, Simon Wright, the 
section leaders of the orchestra recorded themselves 
talking about their experiences of learning to play a 
musical instrument and playing in an orchestra and 
then all the orchestra members recorded themselves 
playing the Radetzky March by Johann Strauss Snr.

Ucan Play brought together all the recordings and the 
video was live-streamed in July. There also followed a 
live Q & A session with Head of Service, Ian Bangay.

County Youth Choir followed with a beautiful 
rendition Song of the Sea expertly put together 
by their Director Andrea Rhodes. There was also 
some lovely solo singing and a violin solo during 
the performance.  We were particularly delighted 

that this recording provided the backdrop for 
the NYCC Yorkshire Day video on 1 August. 

County Big Band then made a video of ‘Shakey 
Ground’ by Alphonso Boyd, Eddie Hazel and 
Jeffrey Bowen, arranged by Paul Murtha. Head 
of Music Service Ian Bangay put the audio 
together and Digital, Video & Design Team 
Leader Dan Morris took care of the visuals.

 

The videos also attracted the attention of Radio 
York and Anne Heaton, Assistant Head of the Music 
Service was interviewed live about the projects. 
All videos are still available to view on YouTube.

We hope the ensembles will meet again 
soon, when it is safe to do so.

 

County Youth Choir singing their beautiful rendition of Song of the Sea
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Northallerton Music Centre
Plans to re-open 
Northallerton Music Centre
All the Music Centre Managers have been working 
hard to try and open our doors again. Many of 
us have had to find different venues, often with 
ensembles from the same music centre rehearsing 
in different venues in the area. At Northallerton 
we hope to start again as soon a government 
guidelines and risk assessments allow us to.

To begin with we are cutting back on the 
ensembles offered and their timings. However 
this means that we can still cater for virtually 
all the students who wish to attend.

Our proposals are:

Senior Jazz Band will rehearse at The 
Forum, Northallerton from 9.30 – 11.30

Senior Orchestra will rehearse at Boroughbridge 
High School from 9.30 – 11.30

Junior Band will rehearse at Boroughbridge 
High School from 9.30 – 11.30

Junior Strings will rehearse at Boroughbridge 
High School from 9.30 – 11.30

Please contact Su Evans at su.evans@northyorks.
gov.uk or look at our webpage http://www.
northallertonmusiccentre.co.uk for the latest updates.

What have our Northallerton 
MC musicians been doing?

Jude’s virtual lesson success! 
Jude has been enjoying his Lockdown Violin virtual 
lessons! One of Jude’s violin highlights was his 
teacher, Ms Butcher, writing out the notes and 
emailing them for Jude to play “You’ll never walk 
alone” after Liverpool won the premiership title 
earlier this year – Jude is a big Liverpool fan!

His mum said “I can’t say a great deal of practice 
has been happening in between lessons, but 
it has been great to keep up his interest and 
his playing through virtual lessons. For us it’s 
been lovely to actually see him in his lessons as 
normally these would take place at school. It’s 
been great for us as parents and they seem to 
be coping really well with the technology too!”

James’ remembrance service performances 
James is usually seen performing The Last 
Post at County Hall on the 11 November. 

This year, due to restrictions, he performed 
on Sunday 8 November at Sandhutton, 
where the vicar had been given permission 
for a short service outside the church.

James also performed on Wednesday 11 
November at Cundall Manor School.

http://www.northallertonmusiccentre.co.uk
http://www.northallertonmusiccentre.co.uk


Busy times for Caitlin and Imogen! 
For the first time, ABRSM have released a 
performance exam. The exam involves recording  
your three exam pieces and an extra one of 
the same level of your choice as a replacement 
for scales, aural and sight-reading.

Caitlin has told us “I am doing Grade 3 Cello and 
my sister Imogen is doing Grade 1 Violin”.

Caitlin and Imogen are also taking part 
in virtual sessions organised by the 
Bernedetti String Foundation. 

Caitlin tells us “I am doing the Vibrato Sessions 
where the tutor and music ambassadors teach 
the participants exercises for the bow hand and 
the playing hand. Imogen is doing a Benedetti 
session where the tutors teach them pieces”.

Caitlin is also taking part in the York Music Hub 
Youth Choir with Jessa Liversidge and hopes to 
continue this throughout November and December. 

The Carr family playing for the NHS 
Every Thursday during lockdown the Carr 
Family played outside their front door along with 
their next-door neighbour to acknowledge the 
work the NHS and keyworkers were doing. 

Since then they have been trying to keep up 
the musical get-togethers (if not the applause) 
in their back garden whenever possible. 

Mum, Mel, has told us “We’ve played quite a few 
folk tunes as well as some songs, our favourites 
being ‘Here comes the sun’, ‘Let it be’, and ‘Live 
forever.’ Our neighbour is a great singer and song-
writer so she plays some of her music for us, 
too, which makes it a nice little musical event.”

The Liversidge family are on-line 
Our senior Double Bass player, Andrew 
has set up music review pages on 
Instagram. One page is reviewing general 
rock albums whilst the other is purely about Genesis 
and the members of Genesis!! Andrew has also 
been rehearsing with his rock band and writing 
songs, some demos of which are on band camp. 

Mum Jessa has been very active 
since March doing a zoom 
choir for the York music hub 
which she says could be open 
to North Yorkshire students too 
if they are interested. Contact 
Su Evans for further details.
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Finlay performing with virtual groups 

Finlay performs with virtual groups 
Finlay has been making the most of his musical 
talents during the lockdown by joining virtual groups.  

Finlay found the Showcase Musical School group 
through a recommended post on Instagram.  He 
said, “I had been looking for new artists to follow 
and this group popped up, along with The 8-Bit 
Big Band ensemble which I have also joined.” They 
are based in Southampton and they enrolled 465 
artists to be part of their Virtual Youth Orchestra. 
Finlay took part in three pieces – the Sky News 
theme, The Avengers theme and High Hopes. 

Finlay also enjoyed his debut performance with The 
8-Bit Big Band, the internationally acclaimed jazz and 
pop orchestra. He was invited to join the virtual group 
after responding to a post on the band’s Instagram.  
Musicians from across the globe performed an 
arrangement of ‘Lifelight’ as the very first-ever Big 
Band Virtual Community Orchestra. It was a huge 
privilege for Finlay to play alongside them saying, 
“It was great fun playing more challenging music”.

Your Music Centre Manager takes a step  
back in time! 
Whilst having a tidy up of the music bookcase, 
your Music Centre Manager came across her Piano 
Grade exam pieces. “I’m setting a challenge to 
complete each exam at home, including scales! 
Interestingly the same markings indicating areas 
to watch out for were still relevant over 40yrs later 
– yes I was still making the same mistakes!”
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Scarborough and 
Whitby Music Centre 
old performances 
before COVID-19
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Scarborough Area and  
Whitby Music Centre
Both Scarborough Music Centre and Whitby Music 
Centre have remained closed due to Covid-19 since 
their last concerts on 14 March. Back on this date, 
the bands from the Scarborough centre, plus the Jazz 
Collective from the Whitby centre, performed at the 
Scarborough Spa for their annual Boyes Celebrity 
Concert, while Whitby`s Mistral Wind Ensemble played 
at the Whitby Spa in the Gala Concert to mark the 
end of the Eskdale Festival of Music and Dance.

These events were reported in the last edition of the 
Hub Magazine. Shortly afterwards we had to close 
our doors and have not been able to reopen since.

Both centres are have been looking at ways to reopen 
albeit on a smaller scale with our smaller ensembles 
first, with a view to getting our larger ensembles 
up and running as soon as the Government and 
Department of Education rules will permit. We hope 
to see both centres flourish and thrive once again. 
Both centres are regarded as centres of excellence for 
youth music making on the east coast, and we want 
to see this reputation continue well in the future. 



Harrogate Music Centre
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
Harrogate Music Centre had to close 
in March 2020 and unfortunately has 
remained closed. Work on reopening 
the centre was well underway with 
a new timetable devised around the 
current Department for Education 
guidelines. Disappointingly but 
understandably we are not able to 
return to our normal home of St Aidans 
High School but luckily Harrogate 
Theatre stepped into the breach 
and offered us a temporary home. 
All this work was however brought 
to a stop as the country entered 
the second national lockdown.

We look forward to the return of 
Harrogate Music Centre as soon as 
possible. As always, we are looking to 
continue the development of our current 
ensembles but at the same time we are 
looking to develop more opportunities 
to enable us to engage with even 
more musicians young and old. 

At the moment we developing a 
“Rock & Pop” program. This will be 
based around the idea of placing the 
participants into “bands”. The musicians 
would have a space to develop song 
writing, ensemble skills and technical 
proficiency amongst many other 
things. This will launch in the new year 
initially with a series of workshops. 
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Train with the Royal Opera 
House for free!
In the spring we will be working closely with 
the Royal Opera house, Covent Garden 
to roll out some free training to schools. 
The project will focus on singing but also 
provide an opportunity to learn more 
about Opera, its history and importance 
in music. Lesson plans for schools will be 
available and the work will culminate in a 
summer project with performances. A brief 
description of the training is outlined below.

Places are still available so if your 
school is interested, please email me 
at ian.bangay@northyorks.gov.uk

Training 

• The Royal Opera House will offer each partner 
hub two digital training sessions in the spring 
term. Hubs can request these to be twilight 
sessions or during school time depending on 
what will work best for participating teachers. 

• Digital training sessions may be substituted 
for physical ‘in the room’ training where 
Government Covid-19 guidelines permit, and 
hubs are confident they can coordinate the 
attendance of a minimum of ten teachers. 

• Training sessions will be co-led by the 
Create and Sing Project Manager and two 
of our Royal Opera House practitioners 
(one music lead and one drama lead). 

• Training will focus on the Explorer (5-week 
lesson plan) versions of the schemes of work. 

• Training sessions will include an outline of the 
Create and Sing Programme, its pedagogy 
for creative learning through dramatic singing, 
the accompanying resources and developing 
singing and creative workshop leadership skills.

The project will provide a quality assured and 
adaptable singing programme, suitable for delivery 
within Government Covid-19 guidelines. 

mailto:


NYMAZ virtual brass performance 
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NYMAZ updates

North Yorkshire Music 
Hub E-Bulletin
This autumn we have an exciting series of 
online performances and webinars for young 
people and practitioners to get involved in. 
We’re very fortunate to be able to share 
these with you and hope you can join us and 
spread the word amongst your networks.

Matfen in concert
We hosted an exciting live concert with Live 
Music Now musicians, Matfen. This special 
performance was aimed specifically at SEND 
schools and audiences, but open to all.

It took place on Thursday 19 November at 2.30pm, 
on our Facebook page. After Matfen’s performance, 
one of our very own young Ambassadors who 
interviewed the band with a live Q&A.

Big Brass Day 
performance premiere
After the brilliant success of our Big Brass 
Days in August, we were pleased to announce 
the final performances were broadcasted on 
Facebook on Thursday 26 November at 6pm.

Our young participants and Femmes Fortissimo 
performed the premiere of ‘Brass Family’, a 
commissioned work written by Liz Lane in consultation 
with our Big Brass Day participants, Siobhan Bates 
and Jess Gillam. They also performed a New Orleans 
jazz style cover of ‘A Message to You Rudy’ by 
The Specials alongside New York Brass Band.

After the performances there was live Q&A with 
composer Liz Lane, Siobhan Bates (Black Dyke 
Band), Kate Lockwood (Femmes Fortissimo) and 
Corey (one of our young participants). It was a blast!

Interested in more Big Brass events? We will 
soon be releasing details of an exciting brass 
workshop focused on improvisation taking place 
in the New Year. Keep up-to-date with our latest 
brass news on our socials and website.

https://www.facebook.com/nymaz
https://www.facebook.com/nymaz
https://twitter.com/NYMAZmusic
https://www.nymaz.org.uk/
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Have Your Say
NYMAZ hosted a consultation session with young 
people aged 11-25 on Tuesday 17th November, to 
reshape the NYMAZ Ambassadors programme and 
delivery throughout 2021. Participants were able to 
share ideas about programming, branding and how 
the projects are delivered. We’re gathering all of this 
feedback to create a rejuvenated offer for young 
people across North Yorkshire. Check our social media 
accounts and website for more information soon!

Upcoming events
If you’re looking to develop your own practice and 
knowledge as a music practitioner, we have several 
upcoming CPD webinars and our annual SEND 
gathering which will bring together educational 
specialists and practitioners from the sector to share 
their own expertise and knowledge of best practice.

We will be releasing dates for these in the 
next few months, so please keep an eye on 
our socials and website for updates.

News from our friends
Accessible Arts and 
Media - sensory stories
Go over to Accessible Arts and Media’s Facebook 
page to find regular live streams of sensory 
stories. Join in on the fun from the comfort of 
your home. All you need is a few props!

Jessie’s fund - resources
If you’re in search of music resources to aid you 
in the classroom or in another SEND setting 
then go over to Jessie’s Fund’s website where 
they have a host of fantastic resources.

Ripon Library & Live 
Music Now- SEND 
performances
Looking to watch some fantastic SEND focused 
performances? Ripon Library, in partnership with 
Live Music Now, have a series of upcoming live 
SEND performances which will be broadcast 
on their Facebook page. This project is part 
of the NYMAZ ‘Play It Loud’ programme.

https://twitter.com/NYMAZmusic
https://www.nymaz.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/aamedia.org.uk/
https://jessiesfund.org.uk/resources/
https://www.facebook.com/Ripon-Library-110692580353599


Online Music Seminar Series
Wednesdays at 5pm via @MusicHullUni

02 December  Breakbeats 
   Dr Rowan Oliver

Thinking of studying music at University? 
Find out more at our Virtual Open Days

Tuesday 5 January or Wednesday 6 January

You don’t have to a�end both days – there are different subject talks each day.

Visit our website here to book your place.
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We’re developing projects that you can take 
part in – these are just some of them:
• Continuous professional development programmes 

for school staff, particularly in supporting 
schools to deliver music in the curriculum.

• Providing an instrument loan service, with discounts 
or free provision for those having instrumental 
lessons with North Yorkshire County Music Service.

• Providing access to large scale and high quality 
music experiences for pupils through working 
with professional musicians and venues.

• You can find out more information and share 
examples of great partnership working in 
the county on our new music hub website 
www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk

If you’d like to be added to our mailing list, want to tell 
us about your projects, or find out more about our plans, 
please email: 
countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk Contact us

County Music Service, CYPS Business 
Support, County Hall, Northallerton,  
North Yorkshire, DL7 8AE

Tel: 01609 532 783   
Email: countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk   
Or visit our website at:  
www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk  
If you would like this information in another 
language or format please ask us. 
Tel: 01609 780 780   
email: customer.services@northyorks.gov.uk

The North Yorkshire Music Hub -  
find out more and get involved

Due to the current Covid 19 
crisis we are working hard 
to provide as many online 
learning opportunities as 
possible. Following Government 
advise, Music Centres will be 
carrying out feasibility and risk 
assessments with a view to 
reopening as soon as regulations 
allow. For more details and any 
questions please contact Ian 
Bangay Head of Music Service at 
ian.bangay@northyorks.gov.uk

Covid 19

This publication is the quarterly newsletter from the North Yorkshire Music Hub 
and we are sending it to you as an interested party, partner, parent or friend.

If you no longer wish to receive the North Yorkshire Music Hub Newsletter, please email 
countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk with ‘unsubscribe’ as the title of your email.

You can read the North Yorkshire County Council privacy statement here.  
www.northyorks.gov.uk/privacy-notices

Buy in services
All partners involved in the hub run workshops, concerts 
and other bespoke musical projects for children and young 
people on a bought in basis. If you have a specific project 
that you would like to launch or just require some advice on 
setting up your own, our partners will be happy to discuss 
your needs. The following examples may be of interest:

• curriculum guidance/delivery;

• working with professional musicians;

• catering for pupils with specific SEND needs; and
• bespoke CPD.

NYMAZ are also the signposting organisation for the 
hub and are happy to add your organisations details/
activities to their website.

Mailto:ian.bangay@northyorks.gov.uk
mailto:countyhall.music%40northyorks.gov.uk?subject=countyhall%20music%20email
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