
Newsletter

About 
theHub

The North Yorkshire 
Music Hub was 
set up in early 
2012 and works in 
partnership with local 
and national arts 
programmes and 

organisations. Its 
objective is to deliver 
the government’s 
commitment to 
improving the 
quality of local 
music services and 

our performance is 
monitored by Arts 
Council England.

There are great 
opportunities to be  
part of the Hub and 
this edition contains 

information about 
how and when you 
can get involved in 
music making across 
the county.
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First Access Wider Opportunties Scheme
First Access or Wider 
Opportunities is a programme 
designed to give all pupils, 
regardless of where they live; 
social background or based on 

their ability to pay, the opportunity 
to experience playing a musical 
instrument as a whole class. 
Music Hubs, as part of the 
Governments National Plan for 

Music Education need to offer the 
opportunity for schools to include 
this as part of their curriculum 
provision. It should be free to 
pupils for at least one term.

Supported using public funding by

ENTER



What is “First Access” or “Wider 
Opportunities”?

First Access or Wider Opportunities is a programme 
designed to give all pupils, regardless of where they 
live; social background or based on their ability to 
pay, the opportunity to experience playing a musical 
instrument as a whole class. Music Hubs, as part of 
the Governments National Plan for Music Education 
need to offer the opportunity for schools to include 
this as part of their curriculum provision. It should be 
free to pupils for at least one term.

In North Yorkshire we have been offering this 
programme for a number of years and we believe 
we are good at it. We have been chosen as one of 
only 5 Music Hubs across the country to have our 
work filmed by Music Mark and disseminated as an 
example of good practice.

The comments below, taken from school based 
Music Teachers, demonstrate what an impact 
this programme can have on a school and as a 
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) tool:

• “Having no musical experience and a lack of 
confidence in teaching anything musical related, 
I have suddenly found myself able to talk about 
notes, rhythm, and melody - my confidence has 
vastly improved.”

• “I used to dread music lessons as I had to rely 
on music schemes which were very dull and 
I didn’t understand. This has been brilliant for 
me.”

• “I have a class of children who thought they 
weren’t good at music, suddenly saying “music 
is brilliant” and “we’re really musical aren’t we”

• A “can do” ethos has been quickly established 
and children look forward to their weekly 
sessions. One boy has now joined a Brass band 
- a boy with significant levels of difficulty.

For more information contact Emma Calvert at 
emma.calvert@northyorks.gov.uk
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Skipton schools and friends get 
together to make music

Following the huge success 
of their first collaboration 
performance last year, the Mart 
Theatre, Skipton was once again 
the unique concert setting for 
children from five local primary 
schools. They were joined by 
musicians from Ermysted’s 
Grammar School’s Jazz Combo 
and the North Yorkshire Music 
Service to play and sing to family 
and friends.

Led by Karen Robinson, Embsay 
Primary School’s music teacher, 
the choir from Carleton, Embsay, 
Gargrave, Greatwood and 
Parish primary schools sang 
their hearts out in a set ranging 
from a moving ballad in two-part 

harmony to an up-to-date medley 
of pop songs.

 This was followed by a toe-
tapping, impressive jazz set from 
Ermysted’s Grammar School’s 
Jazz Combo. Expertly led by pupil 
Ben Finlay the ensemble wowed 
the audience with their renditions 
of jazz standards, rounding off 
their performance with the ever-
popular ‘Birdland’.

Finally both the band and choir 
came together, conducted by 
Emma Calvert from the NYCC 
Music Service, to perform Paul 
Harris’s ‘Roquiem’. This is a 
grand five-movement piece, 
sung entirely in Latin over a rock 

accompaniment, which proved to 
be a fantastically dramatic finale.

Organiser Karen Robinson said, 
‘the children and their teachers 
learned the songs and pieces 
in their own schools, ready to 
join together in only a few short 
hours before the concert. They 
did an amazing job and put 
on a fantastic performance. 
With two sets to learn, one of 
which was in Latin, everyone 
has worked especially hard 
this year and I’d like to say a 
personal big thank you for all 
their hard work, support and 
commitment’.

Emma Calvert conducts the band and choir performing Paul Harris’s Roquiem
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Ripon Cathedral Festival  
Pre-Launch Concert
Featuring: Pateley Bridge Area Wider Opportunities Band | The Bridge |  
Boroughbridge Area Primary Orchestra | Choirs of Ripon Grammar School

The first concert in Ripon Cathedral’s Spring Festival took place on 21st April 2016. 
Ensembles from the Pateley Bridge, Harrogate, Boroughbridge and Ripon area came 
together to provide an evening of music making to remember.

The evening began with the Wider 
Opportunities massed band 
led by Stephen Price. ‘Wider 
Opportunities’ is the term given 
to the government initiative to 
encourage more young people to 
learn a musical instrument. This 
enables whole class tuition on a 

selection of instruments according 
to the teacher’s strengths. All 
the pupils that performed in the 
evening started their musical life 
learning as part of this initiative. 
The programme has been running 
for 5 years in the Pateley Bridge 
area and involves St. Cuthbert’s, 

Dacre Braithwaite and Fountains 
Earth Primary Schools. All pupils 
from Year 3 on learn a wind 
instrument. When pupils leave 
the Primary Schools they are 
encouraged to join the ‘Bridge’ 
band which, as well as meeting at 
Pateley Bridge in Nidderdale High 

continued on next page
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School, ‘bridges’ the schools in 
that community and represents 
pupils from Year 7, 8 and 9 as 
well as pupils as young as Year 
4 from the Primary Schools. This 
band meets on a weekly basis to 
rehearse and performs regularly 
within the community. As well as 
the Pateley Primaries, the band 
was joined by ‘Blast Off’! This 
band is part of Harrogate Music 
Centre meeting at St. Aidan’s 
School on Saturday mornings. 
This band is directed by Emily 
Ferguson and encourages 
pupils in the early stages of 
learning to experience playing in 
a band. As part of the concert 
we heard a progression from the 
very youngest pupils, many of 
whom have only been learning 
an instrument since September, 
to older pupils in the Bridge, 
many of whom are members 
of Harrogate Music Centre and 
some of whom represent the 
county in senior level ensembles.

The children in the Boroughbridge 
Area Primary Orchestra are in 
school years 3-6. They currently 
come from Kirby Hill, Brafferton 
and Roecliffe schools, with two 
ex-member helpers who are 
now at Boroughbridge High. 
These two helpers have been 
associated with the orchestra 
for more than 4 years and the 
newest members have only been 
with us for a couple of weeks! 
We rehearse at Boroughbridge 
High School on Mondays from 
4-5.30. The ensemble played 3 
pieces ranging from William Tell 
to Les Mis! For more information 
about the ensemble please 
contact: Jess Hayne email: 
primarymusicnetwork@cuthberts.
org.uk

The second half of the concert 
was dedicated to the four choirs 
of Ripon Grammar School; 
Man Choir, Senior Combined 
Choir, Senior Girls Choir and 
Chamber Choir. They sang a 
range of unaccompanied songs 

in the English Choral tradition. 
The sound was superb and 
beautifully matched the stunning 
background of the Cathedral.

The evening was completed by 
a massed ‘Mash Up’ - ‘Uptown, 
Happy, Candy’, combining all 
singers and players.

Thank you to all the staff, parents 
and children who made this 
concert such a success. It was 
wonderful to see such high 
quality music and the dedication 
to music from the youngest Year 
3 instrumentalists to the senior 
students at Ripon Grammar.

Ripon Cathedral Festival Pre-Launch Concert (continued)
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Connect: Resound 2016 
NYMAZ Remote Music Learning 
Network Gathering
Wednesday 29 June 2016, 10.00am - 4.00pm 
York St. John University, Lord Mayors Walk, York, YO31 7EX

How can technology increase access 
to music education opportunities for 
children and young people facing 
geographic and other barriers?

Can young people have a rich, 
high quality experience of 
instrumental education and live 
music performance online?

The first ever Connect: Resound gathering 
will be held in Summer 2016. The event 
is intended for anyone with an interest 
in delivering music education online, 
from instrumental lessons delivered over 
the internet, to live broadcasts of music 
performance. 

North Yorkshire was at the forefront of the 
Connect: Resound project when it piloted 
online instrumental lessons in 7 North 
Yorkshire schools through the North Yorkshire 
Music Hub in 2014/15. The approach is now 
being further developed in partnership with 
Music Education Hubs across the country.

This one-day event will include talks, 
workshops and opportunities to share 
practice and skills with other music 
education professionals. We will explore 
different technologies and 
applications, and discover 
new ways of providing more 
children and young people with 
music education opportunities. 
The programme will include 
contributions from Music 
Education and Technology 
specialist David Ashworth, Abigail D’Amore 
of Musical Futures, Alan Cameron on 
Music Education via teleconferencing in 
Dumfries and Galloway, and presentations 
and workshops from the Online Orchestra, 
Charanga, Inclusive Music, Noise Solutions.

The event is for Music Hub Managers/
Instrumental Instructors/Primary 
and Secondary Music Teachers/
Arts Organisations/Music leaders and 
practitioners/Local Authorities/Funders/Policy 
Makers/Researchers/Other interested parties 
across all areas of arts and music education 
and uses of technology in the arts.

Delegate Tickets: £40/£35 (reduced rate 
for members of the NYMAZ Remote Music 
Learning Network. The Network is free to 
join, please email emily.penn@nymaz.org.uk 
to sign up). Book your place at  
connectresound2016.eventbrite.co.uk

For more info visit:  
nymaz.org.uk/connectresound  
and click on ‘Attend a Training Event’.
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Play Far Away Day - be part of it!
Play flute on Flamborough Head or a guitar solo in Grassington, 
record a recital in Reeth or sing in Swaledale….
North Yorkshire’s music groups 
are invited to take part in a new 
campaign Play Far Away Day 
which will see remote spots in 
North Yorkshire, from prehistoric 
rocks to heather moorland and 
rugged beaches, playing host 
to live music performances on 
Saturday 18 June as part of the 
Yorkshire Festival 2016. 

Organised by youth music 
development charity, NYMAZ, the 
aim of the day is to demonstrate 
that everyone should have 
access to music, no matter 
how rural their location, whilst 
also fundraising for youth music 
projects across the county. 

Heidi Johnson, director, NYMAZ 
explains: “We are planning 
a really exciting day which 
showcases the dramatic 
landscapes of North Yorkshire, 
alongside the many talents of 
our residents! We’re looking 
forward to working with 
school ensembles, young 
people’s music groups, adult 

choirs, professional 
musicians and 
everything in-
between. As part of 
Play Far Away Day, 
music groups and 
individual musicians 
- professional, 
amateur, young and 
old - can choose 
whether to perform 
just one piece of 
music, which they 
share via photo or 
video online, right 
through to playing 
a mini-concert for an 
audience. While doing so, we 
hope groups can generate 
lots of support for their efforts, 
raising funds for local children 
and young people’s music 
activities. We will be creating 
fundraising packs to help 
participants get the word out 
there. And everyone can follow 
our adventures on Twitter via 
#playfarawayday.”

Is your music group interested 
in taking part in Play Far Away 
Day and raising funds for 
NYMAZ? Get in touch with to 
express your interest.

Please e-mail info@nymaz.
org.uk with the name and 
brief description of your music 

group, your suggested 
performance location 

(think remote - it doesn’t 
have to be an existing live music 
venue!), and a contact name and 
e-mail address. We’ll then be in 
touch with further information 
about how to safely plan your 
participation in the day, as well as 
providing fundraising packs. 

Play Far Away Day is being held 
in association with Yorkshire 
Festival 2016, which runs 
from 16 June to 3 July, and will 
reflect the artistic excellence 
and diversity of Yorkshire and 
create opportunities for people to 
participate in the arts. 

Web: www.nymaz.org.uk/
playfarawayday 

@NYMAZmusic 

#playfarawayday
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Harrogate Music Centre
Wonderful Whitby Weekend
The Wind Band and HYJO (Harrogate Youth Jazz band) 
spent a great weekend at Sneaton Castle in Whitby in March 
when 60 students and Music Centre staff spent the time 
rehearsing for a concert at the end of the course on Sunday.

The evening began with a surprise 
Birthday greeting for Alistair, the HYJO 
director - an amazing cake baked 
specially for the occasion by a parent. 
Then everyone put on their dancing 
shoes and took part in a Ceilidh. The 
music was provided by ‘Dark Horse’ 
which included members of NYCC’s 
Music Service staff.

The concert at the end of the course 
was held right on the coast at the Spa 
Pavilions. Harrogate teamed up with 
Whitby Music Centre so the packed 
audience heard the Eskdale Concert 

Band, directed by Bob Butterfield 
as well as Harrogate’s Wind Band, 
Saxophone group and Jazz band.

This is the third time that Harrogate 
has used Whitby’s Sneaton Castle for 
a residential course and the facilities 
are excellent, not to mention the food.

As well as making music, the students took a bracing walk to the coast 

on the Saturday (where the Jazz Band disappeared along with their 

director into Costa Coffee to shelter from the elements).
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Scarborough Music Centre
Spring Term at Scarborough Music Centre
The spring term kicked off 
with the Music Centre’s senior 
orchestra SAYSO giving a 
fantastic performance at 
Queen St. Methodist Church 
in Scarborough. The evening 
featured music by Mozart and 
the orchestra was joined by Mrs 
Julie Alder as solo Clarinettist in 
the Mozart Clarinet Concerto. 
Julie is an ensemble director at 
music centre, having conducted 
the Junior Concert Band for 
a number of years now. Her 
performance was faultless and 
greatly enjoyed by the audience.

In February some of our members 
were invited to join in with the 
Coastival Festival organised by 
Create. They performed in the 
Main Hall of the Spa in “A Band 
Anyone Can Join” which was led 
by well-known Leeds based band 
“Hope and Social”

March saw the centre’s two 
Jazz Orchestras (Jazz Train and 
EASY Jazz) performing together 
at Snainton Village Hall. This is 
the third year running that the 
centre has put on this concert 
and as ever the hall was packed 
out with jazz loving villagers and 
parents. The rhythm section from 
EASY Jazz, along with lead alto 
sax player Edrianne Manalastas, 
performed a memorable small 
group jazz set too, showing great 
maturity and competence in the 
genre.

Two further events happened in 
March - a group of musicians 

from the band of the Royal 
Armoured Corps based 
at Catterick came to the 
music centre to work with 
members of the EASY 
Concert Band and EASY 
Jazz Orchestra. This was 
a great opportunity for the 
students to work alongside 
professional musicians of 
the highest calibre. Their 
presentation and talk on what 
being an Army musician entails 
has given food for thought to 
quite a few of centre members 
who are now considering this as 
a future career choice.

Then senior Orchestra SAYSO 
performed at Westborough 
Church. The programme was 
varied, enjoyable and expertly 
delivered, made up of Vaughn-
Williams English Folk Song Suite, 
Beethoven`s 1st Symphony and 
Mozart`s Flute Concerto No.2 
with soloist Catherine Wrigley. 
Catherine is a professional Flautist 
and teacher in Scarborough and 
also has a child who comes to 
our music centre.

This term has also seen the start 
of a Student Council at the Music 
Centre. So far they have met 
with centre manager Ralph Alder 
on two occasions to discuss 
matters relating to music centre 
and the plan is to meet every half 
term to develop these ideas and 
suggestions further.

Players from SAYSO

Easy Jazz in action
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Selby Music Centre
Harrogate Festival
The Senior Strings and String Quartet took part in the Harrogate 
Competitive Music Festival at the end of February. The Senior 
Ensemble performed very well, building on their experiences 
from 2015, and the String Quartet won their class once again. 
They were presented with the Morgan Trophy for their excellent 
performance - well done everyone.

Eskdale Festival
The Concert Band and Brass Band attended the 
‘Band’ day at Whitby in March for the second 
year running. Both Bands performed extremely 
well and there were solo’s from Milo Ryan on the 
Alto Saxophone, and Emma Ribchester on the 
Tenor Horn. The Bands played alongside Whitby 
Music Centre Bands in the afternoon, and the 
organisers are hoping to encourage more groups 
to participate next year.  
The students thoroughly enjoyed their day out, 
despite a rather early start.

End of term concert
Selby Music Centre ended the term 
with a full Centre concert featuring 11 
ensembles.

It was well attended and supported 
by both families and the Friends of the 
Music Centre.

All the students performed extremely 
well, and those taking part for the first 
time showed great confidence on stage! 
All the students received a chocolate gift 
from ‘The Friends’ ~ which they gratefully 
received and devoured!

Forthcoming events
June 19th Selby Fun Day, Senior Concert 
Band and Brass Band.

July 2nd Grand Summer Concert in  
Selby Abbey.
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New Home for Skipton Music Centre
At the start of the spring term, 
Skipton Music Centre moved 
to its new home at Ermysted’s 
Grammar School in Skipton. The 
centre now runs twelve different 
ensembles and welcomes 
new members of all standards 
(including beginners) and ages 
(including adults).

For more information about 
Skipton Music Centre, please 
contact Pip Jopling - Skipton 
Music Centre Manager.  
pip.jopling@northyorks.gov.uk  
01609 534 795  

Skipton Music Centre
Guitarist’s Gather in Skipton for Joint Concert

In March, guitarists from Skipton and Harrogate 
Music Centres gathered at Christ Church, Skipton 
to perform an exciting selection of music in an 
afternoon concert. 

Featuring Skipton Music Centre’s Junior Guitar 
Ensemble and Senior Guitar Ensemble and 
Harrogate Music Centre’s Guitar Ensemble and 
Ukulele Group, the concert included a wide 
programme of classical, blues and folk music. The 
concert finished with the traditional piece ‘Sloop 
John B’ and Haydn’s ‘St. Anthony Chorale’ giving all 
the guitarists the opportunity to perform in one joint 
group.  

James Lacey, Ensemble Director said “It was a 
great opportunity for guitarists from both music 
centres to get together and perform. We look 
forward to performing in Christ Church again in 
spring 2017”.

Members of Skipton Music Centre outside 
Ermysted’s Grammar School. 
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Wider Opportunities day
IN March 200 children from nine separate Primary 
schools converged on Eskdale Middle School in 
Whitby for an afternoon of music making. All the 
children were participants in the Wider Opportunities 
scheme and have been learning how to play a range 
of instruments in a class situation.

The 200 strong band made a fantastic sound and 
the children played with a sense of real purpose. 
Four pieces were learned and rehearsed up to a 
high standard. Parents were then treated to a short 
concert at the end of the day.

Eskdale Festival
Every year Whitby Music Centre entered all of its 
ensembles to compete in the Eskdale Festival. 
High marks were achieved by all the groups, with 
some winning their class. The Festival invited the 
outstanding entries of the Festival week to come 
back and play in their Gala Concert at the end of the 
Festival. Three of the Centre’s groups were asked to 
do this and were very happy to oblige

Eskdale Festival Gala Concert
A very successful Eskdale Festival was capped 
by its “End of Festival Gala Concert. Three of 
Whitby Music Centre’s ensembles were asked 
to play at this and their performances did our 
Centre proud. The ensembles were our Wider 
Opportunities group - WOW, the Esk Valley Concert 
Band and our advanced wind group – Sirocco. All 
gained high marks in the classes they entered.

2016 Stormbound Folk Musical
Whitby Music Centre’s advanced wind group – 
Sirocco took part in the full scale folk musical 
– Stormbound. The musical depicts the story of 
the Rohilla sea disaster off Robin Hood’s Bay in 
1914. Sirocco provided the overture and also key 
musical episodes throughout the musical. The group 
performed very professionally and played to their 
usual very high standard.

Whitby Music Centre

Sirocco band selfie
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We’re developing plenty of projects that you 
can take part in - these are just some of them:

• Continuous professional development 
programmes for school staff, particularly in 
supporting schools to deliver music in the 
curriculum.

• Providing an instrument loan service, with 
discounts or free provision for those having 
instrumental lessons with NYCC Music Service.

• Providing access to large scale and high quality 
music experiences for pupils  
through working with professional musicians 
and venues.

• Setting up an online area where you can find 
out more information and share examples of 
great partnership working in the county.

 
If you’d like to be added to our mailing list, want to 
tell us about your projects, or find out more about 
our plans, please email  
countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk.

65012 05/16

Contact us
County Music Centre, CYPS Business Support, SB114 South Block,  
County Hall, Northallerton, DL7 8AE

Tel: 01609 532 783  Email: countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk   
Or visit our website at: www.northyorks.gov.uk
 
If you would like this information in another language or format please ask us. 
Tel: 01609 780 780  email: customer.services@northyorks.gov.uk

We’re running music hub forums across the county every term and useful partnerships and 

possibilities are already developing. The make-up of the meetings has been encouraging, with groups 

ranging from community and town brass bands, professional orchestras, primary and secondary 

school teachers and local music societies. Please get in touch with us if you’d like to be added to the 

invitation list and we’ll let you know where and when the next forum for your area will be - please email: 

countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk or ring 01609 532 783.

Buy in services
  
All partners involved in the hub run workshops, 
concerts and other bespoke musical projects for 
children and young people on a bought in basis. If 
you have a specific project that you would like to 
launch or just require some advice on setting up 
your own, our partners will be happy to discuss 
your needs. The following examples may be  
of interest:

• curriculum guidance/delivery;

• working with professional musicians;

• catering for pupils with specific SEND needs; 
and

• bespoke CPD.

NYMAZ are also the signposting organisation for 
the hub and are happy to add your organisations 
details/activities to their website.

The North Yorkshire Music Hub -  
find out more and get involved
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