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About  
the Hub
The North Yorkshire Music Hub was 
set up in early 2012 and works in 
partnership with local and national 
arts programmes and organisations. 

It’s objective is to deliver the 
government’s commitment to 
improving the quality of local music 
services and our performance is 
monitored by Arts Council England.

There are great opportunities to 
be part of the Hub and this edition 
contains information about how 
and when you can get involved in 
music making across the county.

Issue 26 • Summer 2021

NEWSLETTER
Harrogate Northallerton NYMAZ Scarborough & Whitby Skipton

Right: Harrogate Youth Jazz Orchestra perform 
the ‘Make Music Day’ on 21st June 2021 at 
Valley Gardens Bandstand in Harrogate.



Welcome to 
the Summer 
Newsletter
We hope you find this information in this newsletter 
useful – please let us know if there is anything else 
you would like to see in this quarterly update.

We Begin with Goodbyes 
Sadly, we are saying goodbye to a number of 
music service staff at the end of this term. 

Firstly, Anne Heaton who has worked for the 
Music Service for over 30 years. Anne is currently 
Assistant Head of Service and has held a number 
of positions in the service, including Skipton Music 
Centre Manager. Her contribution to the development 
of music in North Yorkshire has been enormous. 
Anne has been a great teacher, manager and 
friend over the years. She is a key driver in the 
development of County Ensembles, many students 
will remember her for the time she gave to County 
Youth Orchestra residentials, and the massive 
amount of organisation involved in putting them on.

Anne is retiring along with her husband Brian, who 
has also worked for the music service for many years 
as a conductor at Skipton Music Centre. We will miss 
them both and wish them all the best in the future.

Geoff Stevenson – Geoff Stevenson is also retiring. 
Geoff has been a guitar teacher in the Skipton area 
since 1993. He also worked on the County Orchestra 
residential course for many years in a pastoral capacity. 

Geoff accompanied the County Choir on 
guitar whilst having to put up with my bass 
playing and i will always remember how 
much fun we had doing it. Geoff ‘s daily joke 
will be missed, as will his teaching skills.

Shelagh Revell – Shelagh has taught lower strings 
in the Scarborough area for 6 years, joining us in 
2015. We would like to wish her a lovely retirement.

Anne Heaton working with the County Youth Orchestra in 2017
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Su Evans is also retiring. Su has been Northallerton 
Music Centre manager for eight years and joined 
us from Richmond School, where she was 
Head of Music. Su also teaches whole class 
instrumental programmes around the county and 
conducted the junior county youth orchestra. 
Before Su moved to the Music Service full time, 
she was a conductor of ensembles at Northallerton 
Music Centre for many years. We would like to 
wish her all the very best in her retirement.

Mike Hainsworth – Mike is another teacher retiring. 
Mike has taught woodwind since 1994 in the 
Selby/Tadcaster area. He is a long serving member 
of the service and we wish him all the best.

Adam Bratkowski – Adam is a relative new 
comer in comparison. He has been teaching 
guitar with the service since 2016 but has decided 
to concentrate on his work in Leeds, where he 
lives. We wish Adam all the best for the future.

Pam Roberts – Pam has worked with 
the service since 2018 and is going to 
concentrate on classroom teaching.

Su Evans Northallerton Music Centre Manager is also retiring 
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Come and 
Play Day

Sunday 15th August 2021

Open to age 18+ (Please email if you know  
someone under 18 who is grade 6+ standard).  
Please include your name, the instrument you 

play and an indication of your standard when you 
contact us.

For more enquires or to book click here

Are you a grade 6+ instrumentalist? Come and join us for an  
orchestral play day in Thirsk. Enjoy playing some of the seminal  

orchestral pieces, with critically-acclaimed conductor Benjamin Ellin.

Take part in an exciting day of rehearsals, where we will work 
through Brahms’ Symphony No.1, music by Percy Grainger and 

more, culminating in a full run through at 4:30. 

With a reduced cost of only £5 to participate it is hoped that the 
event will be accessible to everyone who needs something to look 

forward to after an incredibly isolated year.

Sowerby  

Parochial Hall

Rehearsal 11-4:30

Run through 4:30

We are pleased to be supporting Mowbray Music 
on this venture. Ben Ellin has worked with the 
County Youth Orchestra in the past and we are 
sure it will be a valuable summer experience.
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Harrogate 
Music Centre
After shutting its doors on March 
14th 2020 Harrogate Music 
Centre (HMC) finally re-opened 
on the 1st of May 2021. In line 
with the Covid-19 restrictions 
put in place by the Government 
HMC looked at very different 
place than March 2020 version. 

Due to limits on ensemble numbers, 
the staff worked hard to devise 
a completely new timetable that 
still offered a high quality musical 
experience. Rehearsals were limited 
to 1 hour, rather than usual 3 ½ hrs.

Rehearsals took place under tight 
social distancing rules with some 
groups rehearsing outside to reduce 
the risk of spreading Covid-19 
even further. Students and Staff 
adapted well and followed the new 
regulations without question. 

The rehearsals on the 1st of 
May were a huge success with 
a large number of very happy 
young people. We received some 
lovely comments from parents.

 
 
 
Harrogate Youth Jazz Orchestra 
@ Rural Fest 2021

“Thanks Will for all the organisation!! The Kids 
were so happy to be back at HMC”

“Hi Will, Just to say that Ben really enjoyed this 
mornings rehearsal – He was so pleased to 
see everyone and play again with such talented 
musicians. Thanks for all your efforts”

“We’ve had the nicest weekend and the boys 
all said it was because they were so happy 
to be back at HMC! Thank you for your huge 
efforts to get them back into rehearsals!”
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Shortly after the return to action for 
Harrogate Music Centre, we were 
approached by the organisers of Rural 
Fest 2021, to see if the Harrogate 
Youth Jazz Orchestra  (HYJO) 
would be interested in performing 
at their live event on Make Music 
Day the 21st June 2021. The Live 
event was to take place at the Valley 
Gardens Bandstand in Harrogate.

Rural Fest is a youth led/organised 
Music Festival supported by NYMAZ 
one of the partner organisations in 
the North Yorkshire Music Hub.

After some consideration on the 
practicalities of the band putting 
together enough music, considering 
that the event was only a few weeks 
away and due to Covid-19 restrictions 
the band was only rehearsing for 
1 hour per week, we decided that 
the positives of being involved far 
out weighted the negatives.

The last performance the band took 
part in had been the Harrogate Music 
Centre Gala Concert at the Royal 
Hall back on the 8th March 2020 
just before the first lockdown. So 
after the best part of 500 days HYJO 
finally took to the stage again.

We thoroughly enjoyed being 
able to perform once again, and 
the atmosphere created by a 
very appreciative audience, really 
made the experience uplifting 
and raised our spirits.

One of our newest band members 
Lauren said “Playing for the 
first time was really fun. I really 
enjoyed being back, performing 
live music to a real audience.”

We loved hearing from parents and 
audience members afterward, knowing 
that they had enjoyed the experience 
too made it really worthwhile.

 

After the silence of lockdown it was 
wonderful to be out playing live music 
again giving the band members another 
musical memory to take with them and 
to remind the people of Harrogate that 
youth music is alive again in the town.

We look forward to the time when 
HMC can return to a more normal 
footing and we have fingers crossed 
that this may happen in September.

 

HYJO performed a varied 
program of music – 

• Sugar by S Turrentine         
arranged by B Florence

• Every Summer Night by  
P Metheny arranged 
B Curnow

• The Chicken by Pee Wee Ellis

• The Groove Master 
by B Mintzer

• One More Once by M Camilo
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Northallerton 
Music Centre
We were really excited to reopen to students on Saturday 24th April. 
Albeit for just 1 hour and with just 5 ensembles, it felt that after a 
year we were moving in the right direction. Both staff, students and 
parents have been fully committed to returning to Music Centre.

“I’m sure I’m not the only parent who has told you 
how much their child is enjoying real life playing 
once again. James says it’s brilliant so thank you 
to you and the staff for the efforts for just one 
hour for the children but it’s definitely worth it”

“It’s so nice that you have managed to get the band back 
and playing together again, it’s starting to feel as though 
life is starting to get back to some sort of normality”

End of Term Concerts –  
Saturday 3rd July 2021  
Northallerton Music Centre Jazz 
Band were able to perform at 
The Forum, Northallerton with 
Alan Owens, ensemble director, 
liaising with The Forum and their 
performance guidelines. Out of the 
10 students performing, 7 were Year 
13 students and are all moving onto 
University in September. All the Year 
13 students were showcased at 
the concert, performing solos with 
the band. 8 leavers in total were 
recognised for their commitment to 
Music Centre with presentations. 
This was also the last concert for 
Su Evans, Music Centre Manager, 
who retires at the end of August.

 The Jazz Band Members: Nathan 
Campling (Y13), Jack Connor, Will 
Dickinson, Will Hampson (Y13), 
Joe Herbert (Y13), Jake Hewison 
(Y13), Harry McMurray (Y13), 
James McPherson (Leaver), Leon 
Nicholas (Y13), Ben Roberts (Y13), 
Megan Crosier (Unable to Attend).

The Senior Symphony Orchestra 
performed to their parents in the 
main hall at Music Centre. Trevor 
Wilson, conductor, was pleased that 
we could showcase some of the 
music they were unable to perform 
last March due to closures as well 
as rehearse new music. Maddy 
Cann, leader and Y13 student, 
performed a solo with the orchestra.

Jazz band ready to perform after a year.

Senior Orchestra performing to parents

Maddy Cann, leader and Y13 Student
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Junior Strings had been conducted 
by Su Evans this term as Kathleen 
Butcher had retired at the end of 
Summer 2020. She was invited back 
and conducted half the programme 
performed to parents. It was very odd 
seeing Kathleen after 15months and 
we both said it didn’t feel like that 
long! Lisa Corbett was also retiring 
from Music Centre and both were 
presented with flowers and a picture 
frame signed by all the students 
around the Music Centre Logo.

Junior Band performed to their parents 
in the gym. Tim Waters chose a varied 
programme which challenged them. 

However, even due to some 
unforeseen absences, they 
performed well and the group also 
had 3 new members this term!

Year 13 Leavers 2020 and 2021

As well as current Year 13 students, 
the Staff and Parents Association 
wanted to thank those Year 13 
students who missed the opportunity 
to be acknowledged last Summer. 
Many students managed to come 
along to Music Centre and see 
staff on the 3rd July. This year the 
gifts had the Music Centre logo.

2021 Leavers: Nathan Campling, 
Maddy Cann, Will Hampson, Joe 
Herbert, Jake Hewison, Harry 
McMurray, Leon Nicholas, Ben Roberts.

2020 Leavers: Gabi Bell, Hannah 
Coles, Rebekah Cresswell, Howard 
Harrington, Robbie Messenger, 
Lucas Pollard, Charlie Trewhitt, Oona 
Webster Jones, James Whittaker.

September 2021

Northallerton Music Centre will be 
moving back to Brompton Road, 
Northallerton. Northallerton School & 
Sixth Form College will has refurbished 
the Brompton Road site and will be 
the new campus from September.

Details will be published over the 
summer regarding ensmbles and 
timings. However if you need to 
contact someone then either contact 
County Music (details given later 
in the Hub Magazine) or …

Sarah Skilbeck will be looking after 
the Music Centre every Saturday 
Morning and can be contacted on 
either the Music Centre Mobile: 
078 1617 4090 or via email: Sarah.
Skilbeck@northyorks.gov.uk

Will Osborne will oversee the Music 
Centre attend the morning on a regular 
basis. Will can be contacted vie email: 
William.Osborn@northyorks.gov.uk 
or via Harrogate Music Centre links.

The Banned performed with their 
usual confidence to their parents. 
It was lovely to hear how their skills 
and abilities have developed over 
the year. Sarah Skilbeck’s got some 
tough choices for September as 
many will move onto Junior Band. 

Kathleen and Lisa receiving gifts

Y13 Gifts

The Banned looking good!

Junior Band performing James Bond excerpts
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NYMAZ
Rural Fest 2021  
To celebrate Make Music Day on 21 June, our talented young 
Rural Fest team pulled out all the stops with Rural Fest this 
year by livestreaming, pre-recording, and showcasing live 
performances and workshops. A feat during a pandemic! 

With content for all to enjoy, the festival offered workshops to 
primary schools, pre-recorded performances of folk, indie, jazz and 
classical music, plus interviews with artists. To top it all off, the day 
ended with a series of brilliant live performances at Harrogate Valley 
Gardens Bandstand with almost 200 people in attendance. Artists 
included Wychbury, The Violet Hour, Laura Kindelan Band, NYMAZ 
Big Brass Day Participants and Harrogate Youth Jazz Orchestra.

We’re proud of all our Rural Fest Team and grateful to their mentors and 
our Programmes and Networks Manager Grace for supporting them. If you 
missed out, don’t worry! You can catch up here over the next month. 

Virtual Big Sing 2021  
Following on from last year’s 
successful Virtual Big Sing, Norfolk 
Music Hub, with support from 
NYMAZ, produced a fantastic live 
streamed concert; Virtual Big Sing 
2021! This year’s concert was based 
at Abbey Road Studios for schools 
across the country to tune in and 
enjoy some of the biggest pop names 
out there. It did not disappoint! With 
artists including Kirsten Joy, Becky 
Hill, Professor Green and MNEK, it 
had all of us up on our feet dancing 
and singing at our screens. Enjoyed 
by over 100,000 school children, 
both Primary and Secondary age, 
there were lots of calls for shout outs 
and questions to artists during their 
interviews with vocal coach from The 
Masked Singer, Mark De-Lisser. 

If you missed it, you can read all 
about it in the next few weeks 
via our blog written by our young 
ambassador Katie Lewendon. It 
will be released shortly, so keep 
your eyes peeled on our socials. 
You can find pictures of the event 
here, courtesy of The Guardian. 

Rebranding Consultation 
 
After discussions around rebranding 
our current offer for young people, 
we hope to bring young voices into 
the forefront of this decision making 
with a consultation in August. This is a 
very exciting time for our organisation, 
and we can’t wait to hear what 
suggestions young people across 
North Yorkshire have in mind! You 
can find out more details over on our 
website www.nymaz.org.uk.  
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New Project – Sound Collective  
Sound Collective is a new project 
starting with NYMAZ partners Flash 
Company Arts this August. Designed 
by Flash Company’s Youth Voice 
Steering Group this project will look 
at a range of exciting opportunities 
available for young people to get 
involved with throughout the Whitby 
area. Starting with the creation of a 
library of sounds using technology 
and providing the opportunity to 
develop skills to build, manipulate 
and create music tracks. For more 
information on the development of this 
exciting project visit Flash Company’s 
website Flashcompanyarts.

. 

Early Years Summer Songs:  
Five-a-day Launch 
  
In partnership with Flash Company 
Arts, we have launched Five-A-Day 
summer singing resource for early 
years, reception and Year 1 children. 
Free of charge and designed to make it 
easy to embed a daily singing routine, 
spend as little as five minutes a day 
singing together using short songs 
that are simple, fun and easy to learn. 

The free Five-a-Day Summer Pack 
provides a taster music programme for 
a school half term, including a sample 
plan, tips for delivering the songs as 
well as extension activities. There 
are also accompanying online videos 
which can be used with the children.

Download your FREE Five-a-Day 
Summer Pack from  
www.fiveadaymusic.com  

The pack is a sample for the full Five-a-
Day resource which is to be launched 
in the autumn and will provide a year’s 
worth of music activities for the under-
fives. Stay tuned to the Five-a-Day 
website to hear more about how you 
can access the 2021/22 resource 
from this September onwards.
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Performances will take place on the following dates:  
Whitby Pavillion - 01 Sept 
Skipton Town Hall - 03 Sept 
Ryedale, The Milton Rooms - 08 Sept 
Catterick Garrison - 09 Sept

Tickets will be  
Adults: £7 
Under 16: £5 
Aged 1 and under: £2

Find out more via our website:  
www.nymaz.org.uk

Early Years Digital Performances  
 
We are also delighted to announce 
the upcoming launch of a NYMAZ 
Early Years digital resource produced 
by SAA-uk and the Orchestra of the 
Age of Enlightenment.  The project will 
feature four bitesize performances from 
the musicians, with illustrations from 
Emma Charleston. These performances 
will prepare your young audience for 
a concert featuring a new work by 
Preetha Narayanan. The project, which 
will explore a day in the life of a British 
pond, will be available this autumn. 

 

Practitioner Resources –  
Watch this Space!  
Our early years resource will be finalised 
and made available to our Early Years 
Network members later this summer. 
Keep up-to-date on the launch through 
our  Facebook page. You will also be 
able to purchase the resource once 
launched by emailing info@nymaz.
org.uk. For those that are not already 
signed up to our network, you can have 
access to a host of free webinars, song 
shares and discounted tickets to our 
2022 Early Years Conference for just 
£10 per year! Sign up here. 

Early Years Live Performances

What sound does an elephant make? 
Or a tortoise? Or a kangaroo? Join 
the fabulous players of the Orchestra 
of Opera North for a series of relaxed 
concerts for babies, young children 
and their families where moving 
around and responding naturally to 
the music is actively encouraged. 

During the magical interactive event, 
you will go on a unique journey with 
your child as you experience the 
wonderful music of Sans-Saens’ 
Carnival of the Animals really close up.
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Scarborough 
Music Centre
Scarborough Music Centre was finally able to reopen it`s doors once more 
on 15th May, under current covid guidelines of course. Our Junior Strings, 
SAYStO (Senior Strings), Guitar Ensemble and Ebony (Wind Ensemble) 
seemed delighted to be back rehearsing, socialising and generally making 
music together after a gap of some 14 months. As we have to limit the 
size of the ensembles, especially for wind and brass players, we are 
unable to accommodate our wind bands and jazz orchestras at present. 
We are looking towards the future and hope that this will be possible in 
September as current restrictions continue to ease across the country.

Our Junior Strings saw the greatest introduction of new members, and we 
were delighted to welcome 7 brand new recruits. There were 2 violinists 
who made the step up from Juniors to Seniors and have quickly settled 
in and now feel very much at home. The Guitar Group seemed to be 
able to seamlessly pick up from where they left off, and Ebony had a 
couple of new recruits too, mainly students from the larger bands that 
are unable to start and who just want to have somewhere to play.

In what has been a strange 2020/2021 to say the least, we are striving 
to maintain and build upon the reputation of excellence that affords 
Scarborough Music Centre. Although we have no plans for any concerts 
this side of the summer holidays, we do have our Christmas Concert 
already booked for December 11th 2021, as well as our annual Boyes 
Celebrity Concert in April 2022, and our Summer Concert in June 2022. 
I am in no doubt that, as in previous years, many other events will start 
to be available to us, and we will find ourselves as busy as ever.

Music Centres across the county have remained closed for a long time 
and it will take a period of some rebuilding to get our numbers back up, 
but I am confident in a bright future for the centre. Before Covid struck 
last year we were offering free group Brass and Strings lessons to young 
children in the local area, and we hope to get this up and running again, 
through generous funding from the Friends Parents Support Committee. 

If anyone is interested in joining or knowing more about our music centre 
please email the Manager Ralph Alder Ralph.Alder@northyorks.gov.uk 
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Whitby  
Music Centre
Whitby Music Centre was proud 
to open once again on 24th April, 
after just over a year of remaining 
closed. Sadly earlier plans to reopen 
in the new year were put on hold 
as the country witnessed another 
wave of Covid and increased 
lockdown. However, April 2021 saw 
music being made once again at 
the centre`s now permanent home 
at Whitby 6th Form College. 

Thankfully 5 out of the 7 ensembles 
were able to start rehearsing again, 
with only the Esk Valley Concert Band 
remaining closed due to the sheer 
size, and the Choir due to current 
guidelines around singing indoors. It 
was evident on the first day that the 
students had missed their playing and 
performing in an ensemble. Looking 
around the rooms there were many 
happy faces, and the excitement spread 
across the faces of the staff too. 

Our 2 more junior bands were thriving, 
and we were pleased to welcome 
several new members in our beginner 
band WOW (Wider Opportunities 
Whitby). Another thing that was also 
evident was how much progress the 
students had made in their playing 
during the year that we were closed. 
It was felt that quite a number of the 
beginner WOW players were ready for 
the next band up so they were directed 
to join WACB (Whitby Area Concert 
Band) and have settled in nicely.

Whitby Music Centre has always had its fair share of adult members 
too, and these were allowed back from May 15th to rehearse and play 
alongside the younger students. This saw a greatly needed influx into 
the Jazz Collective ensemble, as well as EVCB. We currently have no 
plans for concerts this term but hope to start performing to the public 
once again when guidelines allow from September onwards.

Like other music centres, we were offering free group Violin lessons to local 
children through some generous local funding before covid hit, and we hope 
to put that in place once more to give local children the chance to learn an 
instrument as well as to help boost our young players in the String Group.

In a difficult and turbulent year, we can now see a bright future 
ahead and we look forward to continuing to provide a musical 
experience in Whitby that is of the highest of standards.

If anyone is interested in joining or knowing more about our music centre 
please email the Manager Ralph Alder Ralph.Alder@northyorks.gov.uk
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Skipton  
Music Centre
Following the long awaited news that Music Centres could restart at the end of 
April, following Covid-19 closures, Skipton Music Centre reopened to school-
aged Members on April 24th, albeit not in the format we are used to seeing!

Two, smaller ensembles of mixed instruments have been meeting once a week 
for an hour to make music together and enjoy the directorship if Kevin, Janet and 
Brian, who have been working hard to find and arrange music for the ensembles. 
Due to the current restrictions, we are temporarily based at the Glusburn Institute 
and are enjoying the hospitality and excellent facilities they are providing for us. 

It has been an absolute joy to hear the music emanating from each of the 
two rooms and to hear how much progress each of our Members has 
made since we closed in March last year. Samba, Elton John and folk 
music has encouraged others in the building to pop their head around to 
see what the music is! So many of our young musicians are demonstrating 
their confidence and developed skills, resulting in the most magnificent, 
musical sound. There were definitely hairs on the back of the neck in that 
first rehearsal! We are now very much looking forward to welcoming back 
our adult members in June, for the last few rehearsals of the year.

With the sad departure of Matthew and Liobhan last year and the 
forthcoming retirement of Geoff Stevenson, we are in the process of 
rebuilding the Centre and creating exciting, new ensembles for September. 
A new website is planned and we hope to get back to Ermysted’s Boys’ 
Grammar School in Skipton, restrictions permitting. Watch this space!
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Get Involved
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We’re developing projects that you can take part in – these are just some of 
them: 

• Continuous professional development programmes for school staff, 
particularly in supporting schools to deliver music in the curriculum.

• Providing an instrument loan service, with discounts or free provision for those 
having instrumental lessons with North Yorkshire County Music Service.

• Providing access to large scale and high quality music experiences for 
pupils through working with professional musicians and venues.

• You can find out more information and share examples of great 
partnership working in the county on our new music hub website www.
northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk 
 
If you’d like to be added to our mailing list, want to tell us about your projects, or 
find out more about our plans, please email: 
countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk

Contact us
County Music Service, CYPS Business 
Support, County Hall, Northallerton,  
North Yorkshire, DL7 8AE

Tel: 01609 532 783   
Email: countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk   
Or visit our website at:  
www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk  
If you would like this information in another 
language or format please ask us. 
Tel: 01609 780 780   
email: customer.services@northyorks.gov.uk

This publication is the quarterly newsletter from the North Yorkshire Music Hub 
and we are sending it to you as an interested party, partner, parent or friend.

If you no longer wish to receive the North Yorkshire Music Hub Newsletter, please email 
countyhall.music@northyorks.gov.uk with ‘unsubscribe’ as the title of your email.

You can read the North Yorkshire County Council privacy statement here.  
www.northyorks.gov.uk/privacy-notices

Buy in services
All partners involved in the hub run workshops, concerts 
and other bespoke musical projects for children and young 
people on a bought in basis. If you have a specific project 
that you would like to launch or just require some advice on 
setting up your own, our partners will be happy to discuss 
your needs. The following examples may be of interest:

• curriculum guidance/delivery;

• working with professional musicians;

• catering for pupils with specific SEND needs; and
• bespoke CPD.

NYMAZ are also the signposting organisation for the 
hub and are happy to add your organisations details/
activities to their website.

https://northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk/
mailto:countyhall.music%40northyorks.gov.uk?subject=countyhall%20music%20email
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